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REMARKS 

Claims 1 and 19 have been amended. Claims 1-8 and 10-19 are currently pending in the 
application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue the original claims and other claims in this and 
other applications. 

Claims 1-4, 13-15 and 19 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kimura in view of Ohsato. Claims 5-8 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kimura in view of Ohsato, fiirther in view of Inoue. Claim 10 stands rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura in view of Ohsato, further in view of 
Ogasawara. Claim 1 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being impatentable over Kimura 
in view of Ohsato, further in view of Magnitski. Claim 12 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kimura in view of Ohsato, further in view of Tada. Claim 1 6 stands 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being impatentable over Kimura in view of Ohsato, further in 
view of Ogasawara, furthermore in view of Maeda. Claim 17 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura in view of Ohsato, further in view of Magnitski, 
furthermore in view of Tada, even further more in view of Maeda. Claim 1 8 stands rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kimura in view of Ohsato, further in view of Tada, 
furthermore in view of Maeda. These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Claims 1 and 19 have been amended to recite "the first photo detecting section that 
adjoins the second photo detecting section." In contrast, Kimura has light detecting elements 532 
and 534 that are separated by light detecting element 533. Light detecting elements 532 and 534 are 
not adjoining. Thus, Kimura does not teach or suggest "the first photo detecting section that adjoins 
the second photo detecting section." 

Ohsato, Inoue, Ogasawara, Magnitski, Tada, and Maeda do not cure the deficiencies of 
Kimura. None of those references teach or suggest "the first photo detecting section that adjoins the 
second photo detecting section," as recited in claims 1 and 19. Since the cited combinations do not 
teach or suggest all of the limitations of claims 1 and 19, claims 1 and 19 are not obvious over the 
cited combinations. Claims 2-8 and 10-18 depend from claim 1 and are patentable at least for the 
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reasons mentioned above. Applicant respectfully requests that the rejections be withdrawn and the 
claims allowed. 

In view of the above, Applicant beUeves the pending application is in condition for 

allowance. 
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